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EMO MILANO, THE MAIN WORLD SHOW FOR ADVANCED MANUFACTURING 
TECHNOLOGIES, OPENS ITS DOORS 

 
San Sebastian, 4 October 2021 - The EMO 
MILANO 2021 fair opens its doors today until 
October 9 after the forced stop due to the 
pandemic with good business expectations, 
derived from the excellent performance of the 
Italian market (fourth largest producer and 
exporter in the world) and the good general 
outlook for the world economy. The event 
hosted the lectio magistralis of Professor Giorgio 
Metta, scientific director of IIT, Istituto Italiano di 
Tecnologia di Genova which presentation has 
focused on issues related to automation, 

robotics and artificial intelligence and how they can affect the future of manufacturing as well as other 
areas of daily life. 
 
The Vice Minister of Economic Development of the Italian Government, Gilberto Pichetto Fratin, the 
President of the Lombardy region, Attilio Fontana, the President of the ICE agency, Carlos Ferro, the 
President of UCIMU-SISTEMI PER PRODURRE, Barbara Colombo, the President of Feria Milano, Enrico 
Pazzali, the President of CECIMO, Hans-Martin Schneeberger and the General Commissioner of EMO 
MILANO 2021, Luigi Galdabini have inaugurated the fair this morning highlighting the strategic nature of 
the machine tool industry for industrial competitiveness and the ability of Milan to attract to the most 
qualified investors in technologies to produce. 
 
The Spanish machine tool industry is the third most important in this edition of the EMO according to the 
number of exhibitors and the fifth, if we stick to the 3,000 m2 of occupied exhibition space, in which they 
will show their new developments in the field of milling and machining centers, turning, grinding, EDM, 
metrology, digitization, additive manufacturing, automation and control, components, cutting tools, and 
other technologies and services for advanced manufacturing. 
 
The celebration of the EMO in Milan coincides with a moment of global economic reactivation, which is 
also taking place in our country. After the initial stoppage, the year 2020 ended with dynamism, thanks to 
the recovery of commercial activity in the last three months of the year. In 2021, the good rate of order 
acquisition has been maintained, even exceeding the 2019 figures, although it will take a little longer to 
reflect this reality in turnover. 

 
In support of the efforts made by companies to show their progress and innovations at the EMO, Markel 
Olano, the Head of the Gipuzkoa Provincial Council, Javier Larrañaga, Deputy for Economic Promotion, 
Tourism and Rural Affairs, Arantxa Tapia, Basque Government Minister of Economic Development, 
Sustainability and Environment of the Basque Government, Mikel Amundarain, Deputy Minister of 
Industry, Aitor Urzelai, General Director of SPRI (Economic Development Agency) and Rodrigo Tilve,  
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Director of Industrial Products of the ICEX together with a representation of the Economic Development 
Commission of the Basque Parliament will visit the fair. 
 
Presentation of BIEMH 2022 
During the EMO MILANO celebration, the 31st edition of BIEMH, which will be held at BEC (Bilbao 
Exhibition Center) from June 13 to 17, 2022 will be officially presented. The event will take place on 
October 7 at the stand of the SORALUCE company, belonging to the industrial group DANOBATGROUP, and 
will be chaired by Arantxa Tapia, Basque Government Minister of Economic Development, Sustainability 
and Environment, who will be accompanied by the General Director of BEC, Xabier Basañez, the General 
Director of Danobatgroup, Pello Rodríguez and the Director General of AFM Cluster, Xabier Ortueta. 
 

 

For more information, please contact the Director of the Communication Department, María Ruiz-Lopetedi 

(maria.rlopetedi@afm.es), phone numbers +34 943 309 009 /+34 679 979 083. 
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ABOUT AFM CLUSTER 
 
AFM CLUSTER is the organisation that represents the interests of Advanced Manufacturing in Spain. Made up of five industry associations, it groups 
almost 600 companies, which employ 16,500 people and have a joint turnover of over 3 billion Euros. From its headquarters in San Sebastian, and its 
establishment in Tianjin (China), AFM CLUSTER works to promote the internationalisation, industrial development, strategic positioning and training of 
people in its member companies. The four sectors, related and synergistic which AFM CLUSTER provides services to are the following: 

• Machine-tool and advanced manufacturing technologies. AFM-Advanced Manufacturing Technologies is the founding association, which 
gives its name to the cluster. With more than 75 years of history, it has 127 members that provide the industry with machine tools and other 
equipment for the manufacture of components, accessories and cutting tools. 

• Additive Manufacturing and 3D Printing. ADDIMAT brings together 94 companies operating in this new sector, destined to be a relevant part 
in many industrial sectors, such as, for example, the aerospace, biomedical and automotive sectors. 

• Hand Tools, Hardware and Industrial Supply. ESKUIN represents 20 companies that manufacture hand tools and hardware products in Spain, 
under the highest standards of quality and safety. 

• Machining and Metal-Mechanical Transformation. AFMEC joins the machining and metal-mechanical transformation workshop collective. 
With 163 member companies, it aims to give visibility and services to one of the most important industrial groups in Spain. 

• Technology-based companies and start-ups. UPTEK already has 111 members to group together the collective of technology-based 
companies and start-ups working in advanced and digital manufacturing. 

AFM CLUSTER also has 84 services companies for the industry as partners. All these companies form the great family of advanced and digital 
manufacturing in Spain. AFM CLUSTER forms part of various international associations such as CECIMO, ECTA or CEO, and organises trade fairs and 
international events such as BIEMH, ADDIT3D, INDUSTRY TOOLS, SUBCONTRATACIÓN, WORKINN, BEDIGITAL or the CMH-Congress of Advanced 
Manufacturing and Machine Tools. 
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